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Mail Stop DD 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97 and 1.98, and in compliance with 37 
C.F.R. 1.56, the Office's attention is directed to the patent listed on the attached 
PTO-1449. A copy each of the listed documents is enclosed. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b) this Statement is being filed before the 
mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. 



Further, the undersigned hereby certifies that each item of information 
contained in this Statement was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 3 months prior to the filing 
of this Statement. 



Date: October 28, 2003 

JENNER & BLOCK, LLC 
One IBM Plaza 
Chicago, IL 60611 
(312) 222-9350 
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Mark P. Vrla 
Registration No. 43,973 
Attorney for Applicant 
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